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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed April 18, 2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Petty et al patent fails to teach a computer program executed by a 
computer. However, at col. 5, the patent clearly describes various ways of baud rate detection 
implementation including software and/or hardware embodiments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1,3-5,7-9,1 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson (US 3,775,751 previously cited) in view of Petty et al (US 6,157,689 previously cited). 

Claims 1,5,9 and 13. 

Anderson discloses a system and method for automatically detecting a baud rate of an 
asynchronous serial bit stream during an initial setup phase comprising: 
a transmitter (62), 

a predefined data set (see Fig. 1) received at the microcontroller (56) from the transmitter, 
a transition detector(72) for identifying bit transitions in the predefined data set; 
a timer triggered by said transition detector measuring a time interval between two 
predefined bit transitions (see col. 6, lines 59-61); 
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a storage element for registering the measured time interval (see col.6, lines 59-61, not 
shown but required to determine the corresponding baud rate from a look-up table); and 

a look up table (Table 1) accessible for determining a nearest baud rate value 
corresponding to the registered time interval. 

Claims 3,7, 11 and 14. 

Fig.l shows that the predefined bit transitions define a measured time interval having the 
longest duration between two of the identified bit transitions. 
Claims 4,8 and 12. 

Fig.l shows that the predefined bit transitions exclude a start bit. 

Anderson discloses all the subject matter claimed, as explained above except for the 
implementation of the device and method using a computer readable medium including 
instructions executed by a microcontroller to perform the recited functions. Petty et al teaches 
an embodiment of automatic (data) speed detection of asynchronous serial communication, using 
a computer program product. See col. 5, lines 21-53. Thus, it would have been obvious to one 
skilled in the art at the time the invention was made to implement the baud rate detection of 
Anderson, using computer program instructions executed by a computer, as taught by Petty et al. 

4. Claims 2,6,10,15 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Anderson in view of Petty et al, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Earnest (US 
5,982,837 previously cited). 
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Anderson teaches that the bit pattern between transitions defining the interval can vary in 
every possible way. See col. 3, line 60 - col.4, line 6. Earnest further it is well known in the art 
that the "Enter" character is used for automatic baud rate detection. See col. 1, lines 3 1-46. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to use the "Enter" key for the bit pattern used for baud rate detection as taught by Earnest. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 17 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Y. Kim whose telephone number is 571-272-3039. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8AM -5PM M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jay Patel can be reached on 571-272-2988. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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